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Man charged with murder for selling fentanyl-
laced pills

SAN DIEGO (CNS) – An alleged “prolific drug dealer in the La Jolla area” who’s accused of providing
fentanyl-laced pills to a San Diego woman who died last year pleaded not guilty Friday to a murder
charge.

Joshua Alan Breslow, 52, is charged in the September 2020 death of 49-year-old Sally Ricchiuti.

Prosecutors allege Breslow knowingly provided her and others with doctored pills, despite being aware
of the potentially fatal consequences, and that he continued dealing pills even after learning of
Ricchiuti’s death. He also allegedly lied to his clients, assuring them that his pills did not contain fentanyl
and were tested for their presence.

Bail was set at $1 million at Breslow’s arraignment, with detention arguments taking into account
Thursday’s California Supreme Court ruling requiring judges to consider a defendant’s ability to pay, in
addition to concerns regarding public safety and the risk of flight.

Deputy District Attorney Joel Madero argued Breslow’s conduct
met the parameters of the new ruling, alleging “no condition short
of detention” could assure Breslow’s return to court or adequately
protect the public.

Madero alleged Breslow previously indicated that he would flee to
Canada if he posted bail, a risk the prosecutor said was heightened
now that he is facing a murder charge. Madero also alleged that
while in custody, Breslow conspired with another inmate to
burglarize one of his client’s homes, as Breslow believed “this client
owed him money, but he wanted more than what was actually
owed to him.”

Defense attorney Alicia Freeze quoted the state high court’s Thursday ruling, saying “pretrial detention
is ‘impermissible unless no less restrictive conditions of release can adequately vindicate the state’s
compelling interest.”‘

Freeze argued Breslow could be safely monitored, perhaps with a GPS monitoring bracelet, and noted
that he has no prior criminal record and was born and raised in San Diego.

In setting bail, San Diego Superior Court Judge Laura Halgren said the facts of the case “suggest there is
no less restrictive, non-financial conditions of release that would assure his appearance in court and
that would protect the public.”

In addition to the murder charge, Breslow is facing eight felony counts alleging the possession or
transportation of controlled substances, including fentanyl, cocaine, MDMA, alprazolam and OxyContin.
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SAN DIEGO (CNS) - A 23-year-old man was killed Wednesday morning when he swerved and
crashed into a work truck on the side of a Rancho Bernardo road, police said.

The crash was reported shortly before 12:40 a.m. near the intersection of Bernardo Heights
Parkway and Avenida Venusto, just east of Interstate 15, San Diego police Officer John Buttle
said.

EL CAJON, Calif. - A tow truck driver was arrested Tuesday following a hit-and-run crash
involving another vehicle in front of an East County apartment complex, local authorities said.

According to police, the tow truck carrying two cars was traveling southbound on Jamacha
Road when it made a sudden turn into another vehicle. The truck and the other vehicle
collided and then the truck crashed into multiple palm trees before stopping in the 200 block
of Jamacha Road.

SAN DIEGO - Statistics show some hate crimes have slightly decreased in San Diego. But
officials also are concerned it's due to a lack of reporting.

On Tuesday, San Diego Pride held a forum with city officials to hear from San Diegans about
their experiences surrounding hate crimes and any reservations or challenges when it comes
to reporting hate crimes.
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